Several Arguments proving, that our Trade to 
AFRICA, cannot be preſerved and car- 
ried on effettually by any other Method, than 
that of a conſiderable Joint-Stock, with ex- 
cluſive Privileges. 7 


/ 


I. HE Dutch (who of all Nations whatſoever are generally allow'd to be the People row 
extant, who have given the moſt convincing: Proofs of their conſummated Knowledge 
and Experience in Trade) have laid it down for a Maxim, that in all foreign Trades, 
where the Trade muſt be maintain'd by Force and Forts on the Land, and where they 

cannot conveniently keep up an Amity, and Correſpondence by Ambaſſadors only, there ſeems to be 

an abſolute Neceſlity of carrying on ſuch Trades, by Joiat-Stocks, And certainly, by parity of Rea- 
ſon, the ſame Maxim muſt hold equally good with vs, as with them. Unity in their Councils, and 
an Uniformity in their Rules of Management, has laid the Foundation of that State, and rear'd it vp 
to that mighty degree of Strength and Power which makes them now fo conſiderable both at Home 
and Abroad; according to their own Motto, Concordia res parve creſcunt. And tho? they be the great 

Aſſerters of Liberty, and do Exerciſe it without Controll or Limitation, as to all other Trades; yet, 

upon the Foot of the aforeſaid Maxim, they have always found it neceſſary to carry on their Trades 

to the Eeft- Indies and the Coaſt of Africa, only by Companies with Joint-Stocks and excluſive Privi- 
leges; and that, by reaſon of the great Charge, Danger and Difficulties commonly attending them, 

Yea, theſe Companies are always protected, and defended by the Laws of their United Provinces; 

which are of the ſame force with them, as Acts of Parliament are with us: But tho' we have like- 

wiſe had Companies with Joint-Stocks, for trading to the Eaſt-Indies, and the Coaſt of Africa; yet 
thoſe not having been eſtabliſhed with the Sanction of Parliamentary Conſtitutions, a Door was always 
left open, for frequently diſturbing their Meaſures, and interrupting the Progreſs of their Trades and 

Acquiſitions, chiefly by reaſon ofa divided Intereſt always kept up among our ſelves : Infomuch, that 

it might have been properly enough ſaid, that we had verified the very Reverſe of the Dutch- Mutto, 


Viz. Diſcordia res magnæ dilabuntur. 


Ii. Whenever we ſee ſeveral great and wiſe Nations having various Forms of Government, and 
whoſe Meaſures are influenced by different [nclinations and Intereſts; yet conſpiring, as it were by uni- 
verſal Conſent, in the ſame Means, for acquiring the ſame Ends of Profit, Power, and Honour, we may 
reaſonably conclude, that they are much nearer the right way for accompliſhing thoſe Ends, than any 
Set of privat: Men whatſoever, holding contrary Opinions; eſpecially when ſway'd by perſonal Pro- 
fit or Loſs, or by any capricious Humour, Pique or Prejudice againſt ſome other intereſted Party. 
Thus we ſee that how different ſoever the ſeveral and reſpective lutereſts of the French, Dutch, Danes, 
Brandenburg bers, &c. are, with reſpect to one another, yet they all do center in this poſitive Opini- 
on, That Joint-Stocks with excluſive Privileges, and the having Forts and Settlements on the Coaſt of 
Africa, for maintaining a conſtant Coercive Power there, and for preſerving Alliances with the Natives, 
are by much the propereſt Means for carrying on the Trade, with Security, Credit and Advantage: 
And therefore, conſidering likewiſe how far the Royal- African-Company of England, and their Predeceſ- 
ſors have proceeded, and do ſtill, after many Years Experience, inſiſt upon the ſame Topick ; it looks 
like too much Preſumption, and a ſelf conceited Arrogance, in ſome few private Per ſons (who ſeem 
now to perſonate the Separate-Traders here) to pretend to ſer up their own humourſom Opinion 
dogmatically againſt the conſummated Experience, and univerſal Suffrage of the whole trading World 
beſide; unleſs they bring better Evidence for ſupporting their bare Opinion, than any weak Reaſon 


. adduced by them as yet. 


HI. There is a Maxim of Policy which holds good among Companies for Trade, as well as King- 
doms and States; That where-ever any Power or Force is to be exerciſed, the more contraQed and 
vnited that Power is, the more prevalent will be the Effects thereof. Applicable to this 1s the dying Old 
Man's Advice to his Sons, repreſented in the well known Fable of the Bundle of Arrows: And the 
great Reaſon for the late Union of the two Kingdoms of England and Scotland (tho? even berore then, 
they were ſeparately under the Government of one Sovereign Prince) wasto corroborate their Strength 
by making them one undivided Kingdom; the ſame in latereſt, Inclination and Power, both in Offence 
and Defence; Vis unita fortior. So likewiſe it's very obſervable that, tho' the Dutch traded, for ſome 
time, to the Eaſt- Indies, by ſeveral Joint-Stocks belonging ſeparately to the reſpective Provinces whick 

raiſed the ſame, yet finding upon Tryal,that the different Intereſts of their ſeveral Joint- Stocks did inter- 
fere one with the other, the States did (contrary to the Native Humonr and Genius of a Republic) 
Hncorporate all theſe Joint-Stocks into one common Capital; to the end that, for the general Intereſt 


2 | and 


f 21 


be the more equally manag'd, bi 


1 certain uniform Rule? 
and Advantage of the whole, the ſame! wight > 
of Government. both Abroad and at Nome. 1 5 
= ing on any ſuch Trade — a Joint-Nocks 
al- African-C ompany * 
— — the ſame Manner, 
as have been alrea- 


and ſtruggling with ſuch like laterruptions 1 - 1608. the private. Traders to the Faſt- 
at Trade open in the 


Parts, that they are now at laſt happily con- 
reſt and Deſigns; and it is alſo very re- 
24 to have been formerly fo much 
p a conliderable Article ia 


aa 1 ing ; j her; ſo in all dubious 
V. As Contraries appear beſt, by ſtating them in Oppoſition one to the other; all 
Caſes, of the ſame, or like Nature, the happieſt Experiences are thoſe which — — d dy the 
Calamities of Times paſt : Thus, while our Trade to the Eaſt- Indie: lay quite open from t - — a ; 7, 
to the Year 1657, that Method proved ſo very Deſtructive to the ſeveral Private - Traders thither f that 
the governing Power at that time found it neceſſary to unite them all into one Company with one Joint- 
Stock, &c. Solikewiſe while the Trade to Africa was laid open before the Reſtauration of King Charles 
the Second, the Dutch-Company took ſuch Advantage of our Separate- Traders, that their Loſſes were 
computed to about 3000001. And it is manifeſt that, during the ſmall Number of Years in which 
the preſent Royal- African Company had the Countenance, and Protection of the Government, ſo as 
not to have had their Meaſures embaraſſed by any Separate latereſt at home, the Britiſh Intereſt on the 
Coaſt of Africa, was maintain d and advanc'd much more ſecurely, creditably and advantageouſly, for 
the common latereſt of this Kingdom, and the Plantations thereunto belonging, than ever it was 
either before, or ſince, that time: And had the Privileges of the Company's Charter been then eſta- 
bliſh'd by AR of Parliament, ſo as to have prevented the Domeſtick Diviſions which have ſince hap- 
pen'd in that Trade, by reaſon of our ſeparate Intereſts, tis more than probable, that the Britiſh la- 
tereſt had, by this time been in a more flouriſhing Condition than that of any other Exropean Nation 
whatſoever, on the Coaſt of Africa, 


VI., There was never yet any Subſtantial Commerce in the World carried on, but by means of I 


mutual Alliances, and Confederations made with the Natives, how barbarous ſoever: And it is mani- 
feſt, that Alliances of this Nature can be made only by Princes themſelves, or Powers derived from them 
to Bodies Politick and Communities, who are Stable, Permanent and Reſponſible, continually rea- 
dy upon the Place, by their Agents, to expoſtulate with or give Satisfaction to their Allies; which can 
never be maintain'd with Individuals or ſingle Perſons, who being Tranſient and Mortal, no Man 
knows where to find them, when they happen to commit any Injuries: And therefore a Society eſta- 
bliſh'd with the Sanction of a Parliamentary Conſtitution, and having a ſufficient Joint-Stock, with ex- 
cluſive Privileges, and a Coercive Power to maintain their Alliances, as well as to defend their Trade, 


muſt needs of courſe be in a more probabl 
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t eniently have State-Alliances, and regular : & with that of other | 
not conv 7 maintaining a Power equal at — ales Dota 


ublick Miniſters, there is a Neceſſity of : 
— Nations; without which it is obſerved, that — *. : by, for mall Conſiderations, | 
of ſtronger Powers, have often been drawn into Contra 95 where®); eftive Countries: Exam- | 
they agree to exclude all other Nations from the — WE ar duc Durch Eat. India Company 
ples of this Nature are frequent, not only from the Impoliti of Fr Zelow, Bantam, Ce, Burl 
upon the Natives of Japan, Amboyna, Pallaroon, Polloway, Dam, 84 — . | 
likewiſe from the Practices of r who taking 
have play'd the ſame Game over and over again, ond Som of ready Money] 
| ich the Natives of Fantyn, to pay them a good 1 ; | 
LN. Penſion in — — of their Aid in expelling the Engliſh from g 
Cormanteen. Fort, and of their other Auxiliary Aſliſtances ever n. er cne | 
Methods, they 2 a pretended legal Title for juſtifying their DAY — = | 
undermine and exclude the Britiſh and all other European Nations, from trading 2 — 
ſo that, altho' it had been Practicable; to have carried on the Trade to Africa, — = 5 _ ; 
lated way, if other Nations had followed the ſame Method (which 1s never _ — — 205 N b 
regard that all other European Nations do trade thither by Joint- Stocks; it * eem * f 
a Match to enter and engage raw and unexperienced private Traders again 1 - — — — f 
united Conſtitutions of experienced Counſellours, as to fight a, diſcorded un — in — titude, 
againſt a well govern'd Army of Veteran Troops ſopported with an inexhauſtible — = . 
XII. The Dutch Weſt- India-Company having no Settlements or Plantations in the Veſt- Indies, but 
only that of Curacoa, a mere Rock; and Surinam a moſt unwholſome Country for the moſt part un- | 
der Water ; and therefore ſcarcely improveable ſo as to quit Coſt ; and notwithſtanding their in- 
defatigable and very chargeable Endeavours for bringing it bear, have (it ſeems) bent their Thoughts 
now upon ſettling Sugar-Plantations on the Gold-Coaſt of Africa; a Place as improveable as the | 
beſt of our Weſt- Incia- Plantations. They have already ſent for 200 Whidab-Slaves, and expect, by ö 
their next Shipping from Holland, all proper Materials for making Sugar in Guinea; wherein if 
Succeſsful (as in all probability they may be, if not counter-acted in that Deſign) it is much 
egroe-Slaves on that Coaſt whoſe Labour is very 


to be feared,. conſidering the Multitudes of N | ] 
cheap, and the ſhortneſs of the Voyage from Holland to the Coaſt of Guinea, in reſpect of 


5 the Eaſt-· Indies, from whence they already import great Quantities of Sugar) that in 
ſome few years Time, when our American Colonies will be obliged to make Sugar at ſo much greater 
Charge than the Dutch in Africa, they may be able to underſell us by very much, and conſequently 
have the Staple of Sugars over all Europe, as they have already, that of All Spices : Which Conſideration | 
alone (barring the many other weighty ones formerly mention'd,) is of it ſelf ſufficient to open 
our Eyes and convince us of the abſolute Neceſſity of ſpeedily ſettling and and fixing our Trade a 
to Africa in a Joint Stock- Company, with excluſive and other ſuitable Privileges: As the only way of 
ſplitting and defeating the Deſigns of our Competitors in that Trade with a Wedge of their own |* 
Timber; That is, by taking ſuch proper Meaſures with the Natives, as are not Practicable to be 
done in the Method of an open Trade, otherwiſe than by making open War upon our Neighbours : | 


Which is a Remedy, I hope, we ſhall not run our ſelyes upon. 
It is hoped that upon ſerious and Mature Conſideration of all the Premiſſes, any intelligent and 


impartial Reader will be inclinable to conclude, 


iſt. That the Preſervation and Improvement of the Trade to Africa, is a matter of very bigh Im- 
portance to this Kingdom, and the Plantations thereunto belonging. | 

2dly. That Forts and Settlements on the Coaſt, and Alliances with the Natives. are abſolutely | * 
neceſſary for the Defence, Preſervation and Improvement of that Trade, Pon 1 

3dly. That by any other Met bod, than that of a Foint-Stock, with Excluſive Privileges, the ſaid |: 
Forts, Settlements and Alliances can never be eff eFually maintain d ; aud the [ad Trade car. J 
ried on, ſo as to be made a Permanent, Cyeditable and Advantageous Trade to Britain, 4 
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